
Note: You will probably never find these cardinal rules in a book (we have tried but
to no avail!!!); however, if you see this question or something similar to it asked on the
boards, answer as above.

Also remember:
1. Teeth usually erupt in pairs.
2. Often the permanent mandibular anterior teeth erupt lingual to the primary
teeth and give the appearance for awhile that there are two rows of teeth.

Universal Tooth Numbering

• girls’ teeth usually erupt before boys’ teeth of the same age
• mandibular teeth usually erupt before maxillary teeth
• the teeth of slender children usually erupt before the teeth of stocky children
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